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I. Concerning God the Father. 

We be 1 i eve with our hearts and confess every man 
wit? his mouth, according to the content of Holy 
Scrtpture, the word of God, one God who is eternal 
omnipotent, holy, just, incorruptible, omniscient' 
gracious, compassionate. He alone is good, 'perfect' 
invisi?le, a.nd incomprehensible, alone wise, th; 
Founta1n of Ltfe, Creator of Heaven and Earth, and all 
things visible and invisible, Who sustains all things 
by the word of His Power. All things are done by Him. 
Heaven is His Throne, and the earth is His footstool. 
He is great in wisdom and mighty in power, Lord of 
all Lords and King of all Kings, Whose name is Lord 
Sabao th. The whole world is full of His honor and 
glory, for in His hands is everything. To Him alone 
be praise, honor and glory forever and ever, Amen. 

II. Concerning Christ the Son of God. 

We believe on Jesus Christ, that He is our Lord and 
Savior, Redeemer and Giver of Salvation. He Wa.s 
miraculously begotten from eternity, the Eternal Son 
of God, begotten of the Father Himself so that He 
should be His beloved Son, as we are able to see and 
read in the Holy Scriptures. So also the beloved 
apostles recognized Him, as did other holy men of God, 
suth · a\ the apostle Peter, Nathaniel, Jqhn 
Baptist, Thomas, Mary the sister of Lazarus, and 
others. He was sent into the world by the Father, so 
that He might fulfill the plan laid before the 
foundation of the world, namely, to redeem us from the 
e_ternal curse. For this purpose God sent His eternal 
Son from heaven, Who in the body of a blessed, 
gracious, young woman named Mary, became flesh and 
man, through the miraculous power and action of the 
Holy Spirit. He suffered for us unde-r Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and buried for our sins, the four 
evangelists report. He descended into hell to save us 
from it. On the third day He rose for our 

.... justification. He ascended to heaven, was seated at 
the right hand of God the almighty Father. From there 

will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

III. Concerning the Holy Spirit. 

"' We believe in the Holy Spirit who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. Through Him the Father and the 
Son work, so that He with Father and Son forms the 
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God-Head, as we read in the story of creation. We see 
them a s one i n the w i 11 i n g , a c t i n g , r u 1 i ng , and 

of the revelation of the Godly nature in 
the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, as a true God. We 
believe also in the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, as well of the just as the 
unjust, who all must appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ, Who will judge all men according to their 
works, good or evil. After this the eternal life. 

IV. Concerning the Church of God. 

Concerning the . Church of God and the fellowship of 
the saints we believe and confess that there is a 
Church of God, which He through His own blood has 
redeemed and has washed her of her sins through His 
blood. He has given Himself for the Church so that He 
might sanctify her, and has purified her through the 
washing of the word so that He might present her to 
H.imself'glorified, ' that is a church which is glorious, 
without spot or wrinkle, but which is holy and 
blameless. This Church we believe consists of the 
181fge number of people who throughout the world 
through faith on Jesus Christ and through obedience to 
the Holy Gospel have separated themselves from the 
sinful world and have their fellowship through the 
Holy Spirit with God the Father and with Christ their 
Head, with the multitudes of many thousands of holy 
angels in Heaven, and with all those who believe on 
Christ here on earth. Even· though this church is 
scattered throughout all parts of the world, still 
these believers are members of, and constitute the 
body of, Christ Who is their head and foundation, 
their Shepherd, Lord and King. By Him the believers 
are ruled and guided. The signs of the true c:hurch 
are the right fruits of conversion: the avcri.dance and 
rejection of sins, and the life of goodness, holiness, 
and integrity, according to the teachings of Christ 
and His apostles; following in the true faith on Jesus 
Christ by obedience to the godly Word; and in the 
observance of the holy ordinances and in the 

confession of God and Jesus before all 
men; 'in fervent,-brotherly love toward each other, so 
that"' the unity in the Spirit may be kept in ' the bond 
of by taking up the cross and truly following 
Christ. These are the true signs of the members of 
the Church of God, who gives evidence of life through 
godly and Christian ·virtues. These are purified by 
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Christ, and are born-again members of the body of 
Christ, and joint heirs of eternal life. 

V. Concerning the Office of Preacher. 

We _believe and confess that in accordance with the 
teach1ngs and practices of the Lord Christ ·and His 
apostles, God gave power to His Church to choose 
t~achers and servants (Titus 1:5), so that the saints 
m1fgChht ?e ~rebpa:ed for the work through which the body 
o r1st 1s u1lt up. The choosing for such work d 

· · d an serv1ce 1s one when the servants and the church 
earnestly call upon the name of God, according to the 
example of the apostle Peter, when the disciples of 
Jesus Christ took two men, Joseph, called Barsabas 
~i th a s~rname Just, and Matthew, prayed, and said: 

Lord, d1scer!ler of all hearts, !!how now whom thou 
hast chosen o~ these two so that one may receive this 
service and of'fice of apostle from which Judas has 
departed so that he might go to his place." They cast 
lots over them and the lot fell on Matthew, and he ~s 
added to the eleven apostles. If now the churches 
have need of such men for the ministry this is of 
great avail, and hJJmbly implore Him that He, the 
discerner of all hearts, might show through the 
consensus of those gathered whom He has chosen for 
this service and office, ·being fully confident tha·t • 
Chrj.st has faithful~y promised that whatever yoou will 
ask of the Father in My Name that He will give unto 
you. For He is among those who believe on Him and who 
are gathered together in His Holy Name, whose desires 
are known unto Him even. before they ask. Through His 
good "'Spirit He rules the will of man, so that He may 
revea 1' which one He has selected to be profitable and 
s e r vi cea bte to His Church. Then is fulfilled the word 
w~· i ch was spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, "I will 
g1ve you a shepherd according to my heart, who will 
feed you with wisdom and understanding." After this 
election has occurred it is important to note what 
qualities are required in such a servant namely he 

• J ' 
must bill a blameless person, the husband of one wife, 
sober, temperate, modest, hospitable, apt to teach , 
not a heavy wine drinker, not boastful, not engaged in 
an unhonorable occupation, but gentle, not 
quarrelsome, not avaricious, one who rules ,}iell his 
own household, who has obedient children~ with 
constant integrity. He must hold to the Word which i s 
sure, and be able to teach so that through wholesome 
doctrine he may mightily exhort and punish th e 

opponents. He must be an example to the flock, he 
must feed the flock of Christ, not out of compulsion, 
but willingly; not for the sake of contemptible gain, 
but because of his deepest convictions; not as one who 
lords it over the people but as one who is an example. 
Then he shall receive the incorruptible crown of 
glory at the appearance of the chief shepherd. 

VI. Concerning the Office of Deacons. 

We read in the Acts of the Apostles, "In those 
days, however, as the number of disciples grew, there 
arose a murmuring among the Greeks against the 
Hebrews, because their widows were being overlooked in 
the daily distribution of food. Then the twelve 
called a group of disciples together and said, It is 
not fitting that we should leave the ministry of God 
and serve at tables. Therefore, dear brethren seek 
among you seven men of good reputation and full of the 
Holy S pi ri t, together with others who were set aside 
for the service of the poor." In this the Church of 
God tilus t' follow the example ·of the Holy Apostles when 
there is need for such men for the service to the 
poor. The Church must first earnestly pray to God and 
after~uch prayer choose men who have a good report 
through whom the poor will be helped by the gifts of 
the. devout souls in the church. Members of the Church 
work faithfully so that they may give for the need of 
the poor , not letting the left hand know what the 
right does. They eat their own bread and depriye no 
one whether he has much or little. For Christ said, 
"The poor you have with you always and if you wish you 
can do good to them." Therefore they must follow the 
teachings of the Apostle Paul: "If anyone has an 
office, let him take care of that office. Is anyone a 
teacher, let him apply himself to teaching. He that 
exhorts, let him await exhortation. He that gives, 
let him do so with simplicity. He that rules, let him 
do it with diligence. Let him that shows kindness do 
so gladly. Let love be without hypocrisy." 

VII. Concerning Christian .Baptism. 

Bap}ism·is an outward, , visible, ordinance commanded 
b y ~rist · Himself for incorporation into His Church. 
I t~ pra c t i ce consists of this: all those who hear the 
t eaching of t he Holy Gospel, believe , and with 
penitent heart gladly accept i t , must be baptized with 
wa t er unto a blessed lif$ according to the command of 



Christ when He said, "Unto Me is given all power in 
Hea':'en and on Earth; therefore go, and teach al 
nat1ons, and baptize them in the name of the Father! 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Go into all the worl' 
and . P rea c h t h ~ go s p e 1 to a 11 c rea t u r e s • He wh d 
bel1eves and_1s baptized shall be saved. But he who 
does not bel1eve shall be condemned." Th h 0 

apost~es have diligently followed this comm.:ndo~y 
teach1ng and preaching of the faith of Jesus Ch · y 
through which many believed and were baptized ~s~ 
men and women. This also happened on the hal d, t 
P t t h · . Y ay of en ec

1
os or t e. fest1val 1n Jerusalem, where the 

apost e P·eter satd to the Jews: Let the whole house 
o f I s r a e 1 know f o r c e r t a i n t h a t God has made th · 
Jesus whom you crucified, Lord and Christ. When th~; 
heard that they were greatly disturbed, and said to 
Peter and the other apostles: "Omen, dear brethren., 
what _sha 11 _we do? Peter said to J:hem repent and be 
bapt_1zed 1n the name of Jesus Christ forth 
forg1veness. ·o.1' sins an~ you will receive the gift 0 ~ 
the Holy S~tnt, for th1s promise is given to you and 
to your chtldren and to all those far away whom the 
Lord our God wi~l call. Those who gladly received the 
':"ord were bapttzed and there were added to the church 
1n those days. about three thousand souls." So also 
now, those ch1ldren who earlier were far away, when 
they have come so far that they are able to understand 
that ':'oice which comes to their ears through the • 
teach1ng of the lloly Gospel, and they recei\re this 
me~sage gladly, and with penitent heart, and believe, 
th~y to~ a:e to receive baptism. The apostle Paul 
satd,. Fatth comes through the preaching, and 
preach1ng through the word of God." For those who 
truly believe, the blessing' which comes to them from 
God through baptism is not the putting away of the 
uncleanness of the flesh, but rather the washing of 
the inner sinful u~cleanness of the soul, through the 
shed. blood of Chrtst, through which we have the 
forgt':'eness. of sins. Baptism is the .bond of a good 
consc1ence wtth God, brought about by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, th.rough which the faithful comfort 
each other with the ~ecious promise of eternal 
blessrdness. In baptism those who"are baptized are 
pledged and committed to leave all their sins buried 
thtough baptism in the death of Christ according to 
the teaching of the apostle Paul, who says, "What 
sha 11 we say now? Shall we continue in sin so that 
grace may become stronger? Yet that be faro~~from us. 
How should we wish to live in sin since we have died 

to it? Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized in Christ Jesus have been baptized into His 
death? So then we have been buried with Christ 
through baptism into death, so that just as Christ was 
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father 
so also we shall walk in a newness of life, and put on 
Christ through baptism, even as the apostle says, "As 
many of you as have been baptized they have put on 
Christ." So also must everyone after he has re~eiv:d 
God's gift, in order to better the body of Chnst 1n 
temporal and spiritual matters, earnestly apply 
themselves so that as faithful stewards of God, and 
fellow-citizens of the spiritual Jerusalem, they may 
keep the laws of their King and Head, ~nd be 
subordinate and obedient according to the teachtngs of 
Christ, who has said, "Teach them to observe all 
things which I have commanded you." 

VIII. Concerning the Lord's Supper. 

The Lord's Supper is an outward, visible, 
eva nge.l i ca 1 ordinance, according to Christ's command 
and the example of the Apostles, for promoting a holy 
life. Bread and wine are used according to the 
example of Christ. The bread is broken and, together 
with the wine, is distributed and given. to those who 
a· r e b e 1 i e v e r s , a n d have be e n b a p t 1 z e d o n the 
profession of ?heir faith, according to Ch:ist:s 
command. The bread is eaten by them, the w1ne ts 
drunk and the bitter suffering and death of Christ is 
thereby proclaimed, according to the teaching of. Paul 
who said "I have received from the Lord that wh1ch I 
have give~ to you. For the Lord, in the night when he 
was betrayed, took bread, thanked, broke it and said, 
Take eat this is my body which is broken for you, . . 
this do in remembrance of me. In like manner the w1ne 
after the meal and said, This wine is the New 
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Testament in my blood. This do as often as you drtnk 
it in remembrance of me. For as often as you eat of 
this bread and drink of this wine you shall proclaim 

II h • th'e death of · the Lord until He comes •. In t 1s 
outward mea 1 there is represented and symbolized the 
of.le~ing on the cross of the holy body of Chri~t, and 
1!"ft e shedding of. His precious blood for the forg1 ':'enes s 
of our sins, and that He in His heavenly estate 1s the 
life-"giving bread, food, and drink of our ~ouls •. In 
the keeping of this spiritual supper, Chrtst un1tes 
Himself with all who truly believe, for He says in His 
word, "Behold, I stand at the door and knock, If any 



m~ n hear my voice and open the door I 
hl.m and will eat the supper with hi • will co~e in to 
Furthermore He tea h m, and he Wl.th me " 

d • c es us that we thr h • 
an heart, should rise toward heav •. houg our mind, 
order to acquire the true . hen l.n. oly prayer in 
Lord ' s n. c e s 1 n Chri t s up per exhorts us to be s • The 
goodness of God which H th thankful for the great 
through Jesus Christ Th e L dr~ugh love has shown us 

• e or s Suppe . 
peace • love unity of th . . r un1 tes us in 
fe~lowship: as the ap~s:i~r~i:nd~~~~ t~~e Chris~ian 
wh1ch we bless is it • .e essed Wl.ne, 
of Christ? Th~ breadn~~·thhe combmun1on of the blood 

· 1C we reak is it 
commun1on of the body of Christ? F • not the 
bread · · or as there is 

• so we • be1ng many • are one bod . one 
partake of one bread." y, s1nce we all 

IX. Concerning the Footwashing of the Lord. 

Footwashing among those who b 1' . 
b . ., . e 1eve we confes t e an ord1.nanc-e of Ch · s o 
to His dis. 1 rl.st as was demonstrated by Him 

Cl.p es. He has exhorted us t f 11 
example, according to the words "D o ko ow this 
have done unto you? y 11 , o you now what I 
you say right, for.I a~uM::term:n:a~~;~ and Lord, and 
I' who am your Lord and Master • If now then 
you too shall wash ·each oth~r~:v~ washed your . f~et, 
you an example so that · . eet. I have gl.ven 
unto you • If ou k ~ou ml.ght do as I have done 
it" The y now th1s, happy are you if ynu do 

• reason why the Lord J ~ 
foo twa sh i ng is this . esus has commanded 
by the blood of Chris~ ~~ ~eml.n; us that through grace 
and that H ave een washed of our sins 
humbling e=a~~~e L~;: an: Mas~er through this deeply 
and lowly W ex orte us .to be truly humble 
who come intoe ::: ~o~how this work o~ love to those 
the apostle Paul 1 se and are rece1ved by us, for 
the works of . t a so regarded.footwashing as one of 

v1r ue. 

X. Concerning Holy Matrimony. 

d~oncerning matrimony we confess that is 
or 1nance of God est bl' h an. 
confirmed in th a f 1 s ed ~Y God in paradise and 
Eve e case o our f1rst parehts, Adam and 

, one man and one woman t d . 
God h · 1 ' crea e 1.n the likeness of • w 1 e they were y t · 
blessed them e . 1n grace before God. He 
earth. Forni sot~ha~ the~ m1g?t multiply and fill the 
that there is ~a v;>n and l.mpuri.ty shall be avoided, so 

o ml.suse of this ordin ~ 
ordinance of God f' ance. In such an 

, con l.rmed also by the Lord Jesus' 
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all Christians may be bound together except those who 
are too closely tied by bonds of blood. Such people, 
after prayer, may be bound together in matrimony and 
live together as Christians from then on till the end, 
so that each man may have his own wife, and each woman 
may have her own husband. In matrimony man and wife 
are so bound together and mutually obligated that for 
no reason and for no cause whatever may they be parted 
from each other, except for fornication and adultery, 
even as we read concerning this in the evangelist 
Matthew, where the Pharisees and Sadducess came to 
Christ, tempted Him and said, "Is it right that a man 
should be divorced from His wife for any cause? He, 
however, answered and said unto them, Have you not 
read that He who in the beginning created man made one 
man and one wife, and said, For this cause will a man 
forsake father and mother and hold to his wife, and 
the two shall be one flesh. So then they are not two 
but one flesh. What God has joined together let not 
man put apart. They said to Him again, why then did 
Moses eommand us to give a bill of divorce, so that 
there might be divorce? · He said to them, Moses 
permit·ted you to divorce your wives because of the 
hardness of your heart, but from the beginning it was 
not so. And I say to you whoever divorces his wife, 
except for causes of fornication, and .marries another, 
he breaks the marriage bond and he who marries a 
p'erson who has~een divorced also breaks the marriage 
b o n d • 11 F r o m t h i s i t may be c 1 e a r 1 y s e e n a n d 
understood that the bond of matrimony is ·a firm 
indissoluble bond which may not be broken nor may the 
parties be divorced from each other except for cause 
of fornication, even as the Lord Christ said. A 
brother may take his sister in the faith in the church 
of God as wife, and a sister has he; free will to 
accept such a brother or to reject him. For the 
apostle says, "A wife is bound by the law as long as 
her husband is alive, but if her husband dies she is 
again free to marry as she wishes, only let it be in 
the Lord." This means, that it must be according to 
the teaching of the Lord and in His will and good 
pleasure. 

. 
X!J. Concerning Secular Authority. .,_ . 

Concerning government we confess that God, who is 
king" of all kings and Lord of all lords, has 
established kings and government in all lands for the 
common good and nwtual benefit of the people so that 



they may lead a good, honorable, civil ·life. For 
there is no government except of God, and where ther . . . . e 
1s government, 1.t 1.s orda1.ned of God. He who oppose 
government opposes God's ordinance. And those wb~ 
oppose shall be condemned. For not those who do go d 
but those who do evil need fear the authorit

0 

Therefore everyone is commanded to be subordinate~~ 
the power of government, for it is God's servant t 
punish him who does evil. It does not (sic) bea

0 

the sword in vain. It is there for protecticm-of th~ 
good and to punish those who do evil. Therefore aU 
believers, indeed all people, are commanded by the 
word of God to fear their authority, to honor and to 
be obedient to it in all things which are not contrary 
to the word of God. Government must be given tribute 
duties, and taxes in accordance with the teaching of 
the Lord, and a.'t:cording to the teaching of the apostle 
Peter, who says we must be obedient: "Submit to all 
human ordinance for the sake of the Lord, whether this 
be to the king, as supreme; or to governors, as those 
who are appointed by him for the punishment of 
evi 1-doers and for the praise of them that do well;" 
We must a 1 so pray for gave r nment according to the 
command of the apostle Paul, who said, "I exhort you, 
that, first o·f all, supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgiving be made for all 
people; for kings, and for all those in authority, so 
that we may have a peaceful and quiet life, in all' 
godliness and honesty." May the Highest gi'te them 
wisdom and understanding peace.fully to govern their 
land, cities, and subjects so that they may eventually 
receive the reward of eternal blessedness. To God the 
e te rna 1 King, unchangeable, invisible and alone wise, 
be glory and honor forever, Amen. 

XII. Concerning the Swear~ng of ·Oaths. 

Concerning the swearing of oaths we understand and 
confess that the fathers of the Old Testament were 
permitted to swear an oath by the name of God; but the 
Lord Jesus, the Son of the living God, the King, 
Founder, and Establisher of the New Covenant, whose 
command we are obligated and commi~te& to hear, has in 
the following words forbidden believers to swear an 
oath: "You have heard that to those in old times, it 
was said, Ydu shall not swear falsely and you shall 
keep your oath to God. But I say to you that you 
should not •swear at all, either by heaven 'fpr it is 
God's throne, nor by the earth, for it is His 
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footstool, nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of tne 
great King. Also, you should not swear by your head, 
for you are not able to make one of your hai~s white 
or black. Let your speech be yes, yes, no, no. 
Any thing beyond that is evil." Therefore we know that 
we should not permit ourselves to be moved beyond the 
honest use of "yes" and "no." For our "yes" and our 
"no" must be as truthful as the highest oath. 
Similarly, the apostle James has exhorted us with the 
words, "Above all things, my brothers, do not swear, 
either by Heaven or by earth, nor by any other oath, 
but let your word be 'yes' and 'no' so that you may 
not be hypocrites." From this it is clearly to be 
seen that the New Testament does not permit to 
swearing or taking an oath. But our words must be 
honest and the truth must be spoken from the heart. 
The "yes 11 and the "no" may not be given or used 
lightly. 

XIII. Concerning Vengeance. 

Our Lord Christ said, "You have heard that it has 
been said, An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. 
But I say to you, that you shall not resist evil; love 
your enemies , b 1 e s s those who curse you, do good to 
those who hate you, pray for those who despitefully 
use you and persecute you

6 
so , that you ~y be ch~ ldren 

of your Father in Heaven, for He lets H1.s sun nse on 
the evl.l and the good and He lets rain fall on the 

. h " F th. righteous and the unr1.g teous. rom l.S we 
understand that man may practice no vengeance against 
his enemies. This also has been confirmed by the 
apostle Paul: "Do not avenge yourselves, my beloved, 
but give room to the wrath of God, for it is written, 
Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord. If 
your enemy hungers, feed him; if he thirsts, give him 
to drink; if you do that you will heap coals of fire 
on his head. Do not be overcome of evil but overcome 
evil with good." The apostle Peter also says, "If 
anyo.ne endures evil for the sake ~f his consc~enc~, 
endures evil and suffers unJustly, th1s l.S 

prai s.e-worthy. For what kind •of praise. is it if you 
are .,unished because of evil? But 1.f you suffer 
bec~e of good, that is acceptable before God. For 
unt~ this you have been c.alled even as Christ has 
suffhed for us and has given us an example, that we 
should follow in His footsteps. He did no sin, 
neither was deceit found in His mouth. He did not 
revile when he was reviled, nor threaten when He 



suffered. Rath . er, 
r1ghte·ously." He left it all to Him who 

judges 

XV.(NConcerning the Christian Ban 
o te: Th · in the Church 

original.) 1S appears incorrectly as XV in 
the 

We be 1 i eve that the ba . 
members who are 1. . ~ 1s a separation from those 
wicked 11. fe Th. 1V1ng 1n open sin 

• 1 s sepa . and leading a 
betterment and not fo th .rat1on occurs for the1·r 

. . r e1r condem t. 
Sp1 r1 t may be sa~ed unto the d na 1on, so that the 
For thus it is taught us b ay of the Lord Jesus 
brother sins against Y our Lord Christ, "If yo • 
hi b you, then go to h. ur 

m e tween you and him 1 1m and admonish 
have won your .. brother· i; ~ned If he hears you, you 
take another one or t;o b e oes not hear you, then 
may rest upon two or thr ro~hers, so that all things 
hear th ee W1tnesses If h d 

em, the.n tell it to the h • e oes not 
hear the church, then re c ~reb. If he does not 
publican." Those wh g~rd h1m as a heathen and a 

d o rema1n obsti t · 
an separate themselves fr G d na e 1n their sins 
fe 11 owsh i P of Christ I om o do not belong in the 
b f • nstead they t b e ore a 11 • so that the ma • mus e punished' 
fear into others as t~ y be an example to instill 
a~ong you those who .are :v~iostle says, "Put out from 
11ttle leaven leavens th • Do you not know that a 
old leaven, sd that you e :hole dough? Discard the 
part do believers h may. e fresh dough. F~ what 
avoidance of h. h a':'e W1th unbelievers?" The 

h 
1 m w o 1S unre t 

t e method whe b . pen ant we believe to be 
re y, accord1ng to th . 

apostle Paul th . e teach1ng of the 
error of his 'waye Sd1nner will be convicted of the 

an and will be 
anyone who calls h1.ms If b converted. For if 
· e a roth · 1 s avaricious or . . er 1s an adulterer or 
drunkard or r'obb 1S an .1dolator; or a scoffer ~r a 

· • er, .W1th h. • 
Aga1n Paul says W 1m you are not to eat 0 

1 d . • e command you d b • 
ea a d1 sorderly life . • ear rothers who 

Christ with divi . • who. ~1Shonor the teaching of 
. hd S1on and ev1l Fr 

W1 t raw yourselves f th • om such you should 
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we be 1 ieve that at all times we should be willing and 
prepared to receive into the Church once again the 
sinner who had been placed under the ban but who has 
shown genuine repentance and sorrow for his sins. His 
earlier faults shall be forgiven him. For the apostle 
Peter (sic) said to the Corinthians, that he who has 
been punished by so many should be heartily forgiven 
and comforted, so that he may not bear overwhelming 
sorrow. Therefore, I exhort you to show love to him. 
For this reason I have written you, in order to see if 
you are indeed willing to be obedient in all things. 
Him whom you forgive, I forgive also. So much for the 
Christian ban and the avoidance of the unrepentant and 
the reception of those who have genuinely repented. 

XV. Concerning the Return of Christ, the Resurrection 
of the Dead and the Last Judgment. 

We believe and confess that the Lord Jesus Christ, 
our only Prophet, Priest and King, even as He went to 
Heaven, will come again to earth in clouds of Heaven, 
with g_rea t power and glory'. For He Himself the Lord 
will come with a great cry and the voice of an 
archangel, and with the trumpet of God from Heaven, 
and the dead in Christ will be resurrected first. 
After that, we who are alive and remain shall be 
caught up t oge the r wi.£h them in the twinkling of an 
eye, in the clouds, to~eet the Lord in the air, and 
so shall we ever be with the Lord. For the trumpet 
shall ·sound and the dead will arise incorruptible, 
with their own bodies, in which they have done good or 
bad--some to eternal life, some to eternal 
condemnation and shame. And the Lord Christ said, 
"The hour is coming and is even now here in which all 
who are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall 
come forth: those who have done good, to the 
resurrection of life; those who have done evil to the 
resurrection of judgment." In what form the dead will 
arise the apostle Paul, with glorious proofs tells us, 
for he says, "The body is sown corruptible; it will be 
resurrected incorruptible. It is sown in dishonor; it 
will be raised in g1o·ry. It'is sown in weakness; it 
wi 11 be raised in power. It is sown a natural body; 
it will be resurrected a spiri t ual body. For we must 
all appear before the joudgment seat of Christ and 
every man will have to answer to God so that ea ch man 
may "' ece ive according ~that which he has done during 
his lif e, whether i t was good or bad." For t he Lord 
will come in His glory and all t he holy a ngels with 
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Him, and He will sit on . the throne of glory, and 
before all nations will be gathered. And he will 
separate them even as a shepherd separates his sheep 
from the goats. And the sheep will be put on the 
right, and the goats on the left side. Then the King 
wi 11 say to those on His right, Come here, you blessed 
of the Father, inherit the Kingdom which was prepared 
for you from the beginning of the world. Those, who 
here on earth have shown faith, righteousness, love, 
and kindness, will go into eternal life, and be with 
the Lord forever, where the.re will be fulness of joy. 
They will rejoice at His right hand forever, where 
there wi 11 be no sorrow nor temptation. They will 
rejoice with joy unspeakable, in eternal heavenly 
glory and majesty, together with thousands of holy 
angels, and together also with Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, and indeed all the holy ones and the elect 
ones, to be with Him forever. Therefore the apostle 
says to the believers, ."Comfort one another with these 
words, and watch, for you know that the day of the 
Lord will come as a thief in the night." Then will he 
also say to those on His left, "Depart from Me, ye 
cursed, into eternal fire which was pre~ared for the 
de vi 1 and his angels." These are the unrighteous, and 
those who did not believe, who did not recognize God 
here and were not obedient to the gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who also have done no works of -love and 
kindness. These will go into eternal pain and suffer ' 
eternal destruction from the face of the Lord and His 
great might when He will come and appear gloriously. 
They will be the objects of wrath, sorrow, and fear, 
just like all people who have done evil. There will 
be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Their worm will not 
die and their fire will not be put out. They will 
have their portion of the lake which burn.s with fire 
and brimstone, and will be tormented day and night 
from eternity to eternity. 

May God, who is full of grace and mercy, through 
Jesus Christ His greatly beloved Son'and through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, keep us all from this 
terrible punishment of the godless, and may God give 
us grace that here on earth we may lead holy lives, 
die in blessedness, and joyfully be resurrected from 
the dead to eternal life and the great.ly desired 
blessedness. Amen, Amen. 
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