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Chr.ist, anc.l are born-again members of the body
Christ, and joint heirs of eternal life. p-

V. Concerning the Office of Preacher.

We .believe and confess that in accordance with th
teachings and practices of the Lord Christ énd ﬁ'e
apostles, God gave power to His Church to c:hool8
t?achers and servants (Titus 1:5), so that the sain:e
might be prepared for the work through which the bod.8
of Cl.n'ist is built up. The choosing for such work ani
service is done when the servants and the church
earnestly call upon the name of God, according to the
example of the apostle Peter, when the disciples of
Jt.asus Christ took two men, Joseph, called Barsabag
Xlth a surname Just, and Matthew, prayed, and said’
Lord, discerner of all hearts, show now whom thol’;
hast'chosen of these two so that ono?: may receive thig
service and office of apostle from which Judas has
departed so that he might go to his place." They cast
lots over them and the lot fell on Matthew, and he was
added to the eleven apostles. If now the churches
have need of such men for the ministry this is of
great avail, and humbly implore Him that He, the
discerner of all hearts, might show through the
consensus of those gathered whom He has chosen for
th1§ service and office, being fully confident that
Christ has faithfully promised that whatever you will
ask of the Father in My Name that He will give unto
you. For He is among those who believe on Him and who
are gathered together in His Holy Name, whose desires
are known unto Him even before they ask. Through His
good Bpirit He rules the will of man, so that He may
reveal which one He has selected to be profitable and
seFvi ceab®e to His Church. Then is fulfilled the word
which was spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, "I will
give you a shepherd according to my héart, who will
feed you with wisdom and understanding." After this
elecF19n has occurred it is important to note what
qualxt1?s are required in such a servant, namely, he
must b&® a blameless person, the husband of one wife,
sober, temperate, modest, hospitable, apt to teach,
not a heavy wine drinker, not boastful, not engaged in
an unhonorable occupation, but gentle, not
quarrelsome, not avaricious, one who rules yell his
own household, who has obedient children, with
constant integrity. He must hold to the Word which is
sure,.and be able to teach so that through wholesome
doctrine he may mightily exhort and punish the

opponents. He must be an example to the flock, he
must feed the flock of Christ, not out of compulsion,
but willingly; not for the sake of contemptible gain,
but because of his deepest convictions; not as one who
lords it over the people but as one who is an example.
Then he shall receive the incorruptible crown of
glory at the appearance of the chief shepherd.

VIi. Concerning the Office of Deacons.

We read in the Acts of the Apostles, "In those
days, however, as the number of disciples grew, there
arose a murmuring among the Greeks against the
Hebrews, because their widows were being overlooked in
the daily distribution of food. Then the twelve
called a group of disciples together and said, It is
not fitting that we should leave the ministry of God
and serve at tables. Therefore, dear brethren seek
among you seven men of good reputation and full of the
Holy Spirit, together with others who were set aside
for the service of the poor." 1In this the Church of
God must follow the example 'of the Holy Apostles when
there is need for such men for the service to the
poor. The Church must first earnestly pray to God and
after@uch prayer choose men who have a good report
through whom the poor will be helped by the gifts of
the, devout souls in the church. Members of the Church
work faithfully so that they may give for the need of
the poor, not letting the left hand know what the
right does. They eat their own bread and deprive no
one whether he has much or little. For Christ said,
"The poor you have with you always and if you wish you
can do good to them." Therefore they must follow the
teachings of the Apostle Paul: "If anyone has an
office, let him take care of that office. Is anyone a
teacher, let him apply himself to teaching. He that
exhorts, let him await exhortation. He that gives,
let him do so with simplicity. He that rules, let him
do it with diligence. Let him that shows kindness do
so gladly. Let love be without hypocrisy."

VII. Concerning Christian Baptism.

Bapfism“is an outward, visible, ordinance commanded
by Mhrist Himself for incorporation into His Church.
I1t3 practice consists of this: all those who hear the
teaching of the Holy Gospel, believe, and with
peni tent heart gladly accept it, must be baptized with
water unto a blessed lifg according to the command of
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to it? Do you not know that all of us who have been
baptized in Christ Jesus have been baptized into His
death? So then we have been buried with Christ
through baptism into death, so that just as Christ was
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father
so also we shall walk in a newness of life, and put om
Christ through baptism, even as the apostle says, "As
many of you as have been baptized they have put on
Cchrist." So also must everyone after he has received
God's gift, in order to better the body of Christ in
temporal and spiritual matters, earnestly apply
themselves so that as faithful stewards of God, and
fellow-citizens of the spiritual Jerusalem, they may
keep the laws of their King and Head, and be
subordinate and obedient according to the teachings of
Christ, who has said, "Teach them to observe all
things which I have commanded you."

VIII. Concerning the Lord's Supper.

The Lord's Supper is an outward, visible,
evangelical ordinance, according to Christ's command
and the example of the Apostles, for promoting a holy
life. Bread and wine are used according to the
example of Christ. The bread is broken and, together
with the wine, is distributed and given to those who
are believers, and have been baptized on the
profession of Their faith, according to Christ's
command. The bread is eaten by them, the wine is
drunk, and the bitter suffering and death of Christ is
thereby proclaimed, according to the teaching of Paul
who said, "I have received from the Lord that which I
have given to you. For the Lord, in the night when he
was betrayed, took bread, thanked, broké it and said,
Take eat, this is my body which is broken for you,
this do in remembrance of me. In like manner the wine
after the meal, and said, This wine is the New
Testament in my blood. This do as often as you drink
it in remembrance of me. For as often as you eat of
this bread and drink of this wine you shall proclaim
the death of the Lord until He comes.!" In this
outward meal there is represented and symbolized the
offe}ing on the cross of the holy body of Christ, and
wle shedding of His precious blood for the forgiveness
of our sins, and that He in His heavenly estate is the
life-fgiving bread, food, and drink of our souls. 1In
the keeping of this spiritual supper, Christ unites
Himself with all who truly believe, for He says in His
word, "Behold, I stand at the door and knock, If any
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X. Concerning Holy Matrimony.
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all Christians may be bound together except those who
are too closely tied by bonds of blood. Such people,
after prayer, may be bound together in matrimony and
live together as Christians from then on till the end,
so that each man may have his own wife, and each woman
may have her own husband. In matrimony man and wife
are so bound together and mutually obligated that for
no reason and for no cause whatever may they be parted
from each other, except for fornication and adultery,
even as we read concerning this in the evangelist
Matthew, where the Pharisees and Sadducess came to
Christ, tempted Him and said, "Is it right that a man
should be divorced from His wife for any cause? He,
however, answered and said unto them, Have you not
read that He who in the beginning created man made one
man and one wife, and said, For this cause will a man
forsake father and mother and hold to his wife, and
the two shall be one flesh. So then they are not two
but one flesh. What God has joined together let not
man put apart. They said to Him again, why then did
Moses command us to give a bill of divorce, so that
there might be divorce? ' He said to them, Moses
permitted you to divorce your wives because of the
hardness of your heart, but from the beginning it was
not so. And I say to you whoever divorces his wife,
except for causes of fornication, and marries another,
he breaks the marriage bond and he who marries a
person who hasgeen divorced also breaks the marriage
bond." From this it may be clearly seen and
understood that the bond of matrimony is'a firm
indissoluble bond which may not be broken nor may the
parties be divorced from each other except for cause
of fornication, even as the Lord Christ said. A
brother may take his sister in the faith in the church
of God as wife, and a sister has her free will to
accept such a brother or to reject him. For the
apostle says, "A wife is bound by the law as long as
her husband is alive, but if her husband dies she is
again free to marry as she wishes, only let it be in
the Lord." This means, that it must be according to
the teaching of the Lord and in His will and good
pleasure. .

-

X& _ Concerning Secular Authority.

Concerning government we confess that God, who is
king® of all kings and Lord of all lords, has
established kings and government in all lands for the
common good and mytual benefit of the people so that
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they may lead a good, honorable, civil life. Fo
t.:here is no govermment except of God, and where therr
is government, it is ordained of God. He who opp03ee
government opposes God's ordinance. And those whs
oppose shall be condemned. For not those who do 5
but those who do evil need fear the authorigt?Od
Therefore everyone is commanded to be subordinate .
the'power of government, for it is God's servant Eo
punish him who does evil. It does not (sic) be -
the sword in vain. It is there for protectiom of t;:r
good and to punish those who do evil. Therefore ali
believers, indeed all people, are commanded by th
word of God to fear their authority, to honor and te
be obedient to it in all things which are not contra o
to Fhe word of God. Government must be given t:ril:out:zy
duties, and taxes in accordance with the teaching oi’f
thg Lord, and atcording to the teaching of the apostle
Peter, who says we must be obedient: "Submit to all
human ordinance for the sake of the Lord, whether this
be to the king, as supreme; or to governors, as those
wh? are appointed by him for the punishment of
evil-doers and for the praise of them that do well:"
We must also pray for government according to the
command of the apostle Paul, who said, "I exhort you
!:hat, fi.rst: of all, supplications, prayers:
intercessions, and thanksgiving be made for all
people; for kings, and for all those in authority, so
that.we may have a peaceful and quiet life, in all
g?d11ness and honesty." May the Highest give them
wisdom .and understanding peacefully to govern their
1and., cities, and subjects so that they may eventually
receive the reward of eternal blessedness. To God the
eternal King, unchangeable, invisible and alone wise,
be glory and honor forever, Amen.

XII. Concerning the Swearing of Oaths.

Concerning the swearing of oaths we understand and
confess that the fathers of the 0ld Testament were
permitted to swear an oath by the name of God; but the
Lord Jesus, the Son of the living God, the King,
Founder, and Establisher of the New Covenant, whose
command we are obligated and commi?¥ted to hear, has in
the following words forbidden believers to swear an
oath: "'You ‘pave heard that to those in old times, it
was said, Ydu shall not swear falsely and you shall
keep your oath to God. But I say to you that you
should not 'swear at all, either by heaven for it is
God's throne, nor by the earth, for it is His
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footstool, nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the
great King. Also, you should not swear by your head,
for you are not able to make one of your hairs white
or black. Let your speech be yes, yes, no, no.
Any thing beyond that is evil." Therefore we know that
we should not permit ourselves to be moved beyond the
honest use of "yes" and "mo." For our "yes' and our
"no" must be as truthful as the highest oath.
Similarly, the apostle James has exhorted us with the
words, "Above all things, my brothers, do not swear,
either by Heaven or by earth, nor by any other oath,
but let your word be 'yes' and 'no' so that you may
not be hypocrites." From this it is clearly to be
seen that the New Testament does not permit to
swearing or taking an oath. But our words must be
honest and the truth must be spoken from the heart.
The "yes" and the "no" may not be given or used

lightly.

XIII. Concerning Vengeance.

Our Lord Christ said, "You have heard that it has
been said, An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.
But I say to you, that you shall not resist evil; love
your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to
those who hate you, pray for those who despitefully
use you and persecute you so that you may be children
of your Father in Heaven? for He lets His sun rise on
the evil and the good and He lets rain fall on the
righteous and the unrighteous." From this we
understand that man may practice no vengeance against
his enemies. This also has been tonfirmed by the
apostle Paul: '"Do not avenge yourselves, my beloved,
but give room to the wrath of God, for it is written,
Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord. If
your enemy hungers, feed him; if he thirsts, give him
to drink; if you do that you will heap coals of fire
on his head. Do not be overcome of evil but overcome
evil with good." The apostle Peter also says, "If
anyone endures evil for the sake of his conscience,
endures evil and suffers unjustly, this is
praise-worthy. For what kind 'of praise is it if you
are gunished because of evil? But if you suffer
becdgse of good, that is acceptable before God. For
unto this you have been called even as Christ has
sufféred for us and has given us an example, that we
should follow in His footsteps. He did no sin,
neither was deceit found in His mouth. He did not
revile wvhen he was reviled, nor threaten when He
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we believe that at all times we should be willing and
prepared to receive into the Church once again the
sinner who had been placed under the ban but who has
shown genuine repentance and sorrow for his sins. His
earlier faults shall be forgiven him. For the apostle
Peter (sic) said to the Corinthians, that he who has
been punished by so many should be heartily forgiven
and comforted, so that he may not bear overwhelming
sorrow. Therefore, I exhort you to show love to him.
For this reason I have written you, in order to see if
you are indeed willing to be obedient in all things.
Him whom you forgive, I forgive also. So much for the
Christian ban and the avoidance of the unrepentant and
the reception of those who have genuinely repented.

Concerning the Return of Christ, the Resurrection

Xv.
of the Dead and the Last Judgment.

We believe and confess that the Lord Jesus Christ,
our only Prophet, Priest and King, even as He went to
Heaven, will come again to earth in clouds of Heaven,
with great power and glery. For He Himself the Lord
will come with a great cry and the voice of an
archangel, and with the trumpet of God from Heaven,
and the dead in Christ will be resurrected first.
After that, we who are alive and remain shall be
caught up together wi‘:‘ them in the twinkling of an
eye, in the clouds, to®meet the Lord in the air, and
so shall we ever be with the Lord. For the trumpet
shall sound and the dead will arise incorruptible,
with their own bodies, in which they have done good or
bad--some to etermnal 1life, some to eternal
condemnation and shame. And the Lord Christ said,
"The hour 1is coming and is even now here in which all
who are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall
forth: those who have done good, to the
resurrection of life; those who have done evil to the
resurrection of judgment." 1In what form the dead will
arise the apostle Paul, with glorious proofs tells us,
for he says, '"The body is sown corruptible; it will be
resurrected incorruptible. It is sown in dishonmor; it
will be raised in glory. 1It'is sown in weakness; it
will be raised in power. It is sown a natural body;
it will be resurrected a spiritual body. For we must
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ and
every man will have to answer to God so that each man
may geceive according temythat which he has done during
his life, whether it was good or bad." For the Lord
will come in His glory and all the holy angels with
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Him, and He will sit on the throne of glory, and
before all nations will be gathered. And he will
separate them even as a shepherd separates his sheep
from the goats. And the sheep will be put on the
right, and the goats on the left side. Then the King
will say to those on His right, Come here, you blessed
of the Father, inherit the Kingdom which was prepared
for you from the beginning of the world. Those, who
here on earth have shown faith, righteousness, love,
and kindness, will go into eternal life, and be with
the Lord forever, where there will be fulness of joy.
They will rejoice at His right hand forever, where
there will be no sorrow nor temptation. They will
rejoice with joy unspeakable, in eternal heavenly
glory and majesty, together with thdusands of holy
angels, and together also with Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, and indeed all the holy ones and the elect
ones, to be with Him forever. Therefore the apostle
says to the believers, '"Comfort one another with these
words, and watch, for you know that the day of the
Lord will come as a thief in the night." Then will he
also say to those on His left, "Depart from Me, ye
cursed, into eternal fire which was prepared for the
devil and his angels." These are the unrighteous, and
those who did not believe, who did not recognize God
here and were not obedient to the gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ, who also have done no works of love and
kindness. These will go into eternal pain and suffer
eternal destruction from the face of the Lord and His
great might when He will come and appear gloriously.
They will be the objects of wrath, sorrow, and fear,
just like all people who have done evil. There will
be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Their worm will not
die and their fire will not be put out. They will
have their portion of the lake which burns with fire
and brimstone, and will be tormented day and night
from eternity to eternity.

May God, who is full of grace and mercy, through
Jesus Christ His greatly beloved Son‘'and through the
power of the Holy Spirit, keep us all from this
terrible punishment of the godless, and may God give
us grace that here on earth we may lead holy lives,
die in blessedness, and joyfully be resurrected from
the dead to eternmal life and the greatly desired
blessedness. Amen, Amen. ' &
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