Serendipitous Musings Part IV
The Catechetical Pool

The introductory section of the catechism gives this explanation of its
sources and how it relates to other widely used catechisms. “It was neither
the purpose nor expectation of this effort to produce an original
contribution to the already abundant literature of this type, but rather it
was intended as a summation and compilation of what appeals to us as best
in the available publications of this type. We have referred to a large
number of the available catechisms and have gleaned suggestions and
expressions from several of them. For any such help we feel indebted and
wish to acknowledge our appreciation.”

One of the “large number” of catechisms accessed by Hiebert was that
written by John A. Broadus for both the American Baptist Publication
Society and the Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention
and was published in 1892. Broadus set forth three principles for
catechetical instruction: “It shall be intelligible to children, adequate as the
foundation for future thinking, and correct as far as they go.” Some of the Q
& A interactions from Broadus’s catechism found their way into the
Fundamentals of Faith with only slight alterations. Here are a few.

Fundamentals asks: “Did the inspired writers receive everything by direct
revelation?” Broadus constructed the same question. The answer from
Fundamentals: “No; the inspired writers learned many things by
observation and investigation, but they were preserved from error by the
Holy Spirit in what they recorded. Luke 1:1-4.” Broadus answered, “The
inspired learned many things by observation or inquiry, but they were
preserved by the Holy Spirit from error, whether in learning or in writing
these things.”

Fundamentals asks: “Is the Bible true and dependable?” and provides this
answer. “Yes. The Bible does record some things said by uninspired men
that were not true; but it is true and instructive that these men said them.
Many cases of apparent error or conflict with science in the Scriptures have
been explained, and we may be sure that all could be explained if we knew



the full truth.” This conflates two answers by Broadus: he asked, “Does the
Bible contain any errors?” and answered, “The Bible does record some
things said by uninspired men that were not true; but it is true and
instructive that these men said them.” To the question, “What if some
inspired writers sometimes appear to disagree in their statements?”, he
answered, “Most cases of apparent disagreement in the inspired writings
have been explained, and we may be sure that all could be explained if we
had fuller information.” Fundamentals adapted that answer not only to
internal difficulties but to apparent conflicts with scientific study.

Fundamentals asks: “With what attitude [Broadus “disposition”] ought we
to study the Bible if we would gain personal benefits from it? Fundamentals
says “We ought to study the Bible reverently, lovingly, prayerfully, and be
ready to believe what it says and to do what it requires. James 1:21-22; I
Peter 2:1-2; John 7:17.” Broadus said: “We ought to study the Bible with a
hearty willingness to believe what it says and to do what it requires (John

7:17).

There are examples of some degree of dependency from other doctrinal
sections. Fundamentals asks, “How do we know that there is a God? And
answers, “Nature, our conscience, our religious experience, and the Bible all
teach us that there is a God. Psa. 19:1-4; Rom. 1:19-21; Rom. 2:14-15; Rom.
8:16; John 5:39.” Broadus asks, “How do we know that God exists?”. He
answers, “We know that God exists from the worlds he has made, and from
our own sense of right and wrong, and the Bible above all tells us of God.”

Fundamentals asks, “How may we know the character of God?” Its answer
states, “We may learn to know the character of God partly by His works, but
chiefly by His Word, and especially through Jesus Christ. Psa. 19:1; John
5:39; John 1:17-18.” Broadus asked, “How may we learn the character of
God?” He answered, “We learn the character of God partly from his works,
mainly from his Word.”

Broadus asked, “Are we able to explain the Trinity?” He answered, “We
cannot explain the Trinity, and need not expect to understand fully the
nature of God; we cannot fully understand even our own nature.”
Fundamentals asked, “Can we fully understand or explain the Trinity?” Its



answer stated, “No, we cannot explain the Trinity nor understand
completely the nature of God; we cannot understand even our own nature.”

Broadus asked, “Can any human beings be saved through their own merits
from the guilt and punishment of sin?” Broadus answered, “No; the second
Adam, the Son of God, is the only Saviour of sinners. (Acts 4:12; Genesis
3:15).” Fundamentals asked, “Can any human being be saved through his
own merits from the guilt and punishment of sin?” Its answer said, “No, we
are not saved ‘by works of righteousness which we have done,” but only
through the Son of God, the only Saviour of sinners. Titus 3:5; Eph. 2:8-9;
Acts 4:12.”

Virtually all of the section, “The Christian Day of Rest,” duplicates
Broadus’s section XII, and the section entitled “Scripture to Memorize”
follows Broadus closely. When Broadus asked, “Is it the duty of Christians
to imitate Christ?’, he answered, “Yes, Christ has left us a beautiful and
perfect example, which we ought to imitate. (1 Peter 2:21; 1 Corinthians
11:1)” Fundamentals asked, “Is it the duty of the believer to follow the
example of Christ?” and answered, “Yes; Christ has left us a beautiful and
perfect example that we ought to follow. I Peter 2:21; John 13:15; I Cor.
11:1.7

The influence of the Westminster Shorter Catechism is also present. This
phenomenon shows the transparent candor of the compiler in his notice
concerning dependencies. Also, happily it shows a significant stream of
evangelical continuity in both doctrine and concern for the stewardship of
propagating it. In addition to the many original question and answer
responses in the catechism, many of these that show dependency change
some word for clarity or add some phrase of Scripture proof for fullness.
For every earnest attempt to propagate the revealed truth of God, all
Christians are grateful.






